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interfered with by that fact. One recalls the
episode of poor King George, whose wife on her
deathbed said to him: " You will marry again."
"Oh, no," whimpered the monarch, "J'aurai
des mattresses!" "Mais ca n'empeche pas,"
replied the Queen. " Depend upon it," said a
French lady of the old regime, "God Almighty
thinks twice before he condemns persons of
quality!" One is led to suspect that the great
English church dignitaries, and other English
moralists, have something of the same feeling.
I find it hard to believe that the Archbishop of
Canterbury would openly rebuke the reigning
sovereign, or the heir to the throne, even though
he were notoriously unfaithful. It must be with
some sense of discomfiture, if not of shame, that
the clergy, paid as they are by the State, rebuke
gambling and unohastity amongst the lower
orders, but never whisper disapproval of these
vices among the great. Even the great Church-
men are apparently believers in^thc doctrine of
compromise. They preach that cautious Chris-
tianity which holds up an ideal for all, but ap-
plies it as a rule only for some, and those tie least
conspicuous and the most amenable. These par-
sons are on the side of the angels doubtless, but
they seem very loath to do the devil any harm,
when he appears in the garb and with the man-